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Time for a sound system upgrade?

Find one that's just right for you.

Winter 2004

By Michelle Bowles

HE SOUND COMING FROM the

awkward, boxy speakers you pur-

chased back in 1998 is distorted and puny.

You're leery of turning up the stereo too loud

for fear that you may blow the speakers out.

It's safe to say you're ready for an upgrade,

but you're also overwhelmed and a bit intim-

idated. How do you choose from the myriad

sound systems available? Which components

are truly necessary? Herewith, four of the

best sound systems on the market. Your per-

fect sound is just a few beats away.
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Big System, Big Sound

Looking for a system to give you movie
theater-quality sound without the hassle of
long lines and inflated ticket prices? Built for
the true movie buff, this system is big in size
and sound.

Start off with two Odyssey Electrostatic
speakers from MartinLogan. Standing nearly
6 feet tall and weighing in at 105 pounds,
these immense speakers clearly weren’t built
for “easy listening.” The proprietary bass
control system delivers powerful, clear bass
levels—perfect for a Friday night screening
of the Matrix trilogy. If your home theater (or
living room) is large enough, use these as
rear-channel speakers, too. If not, Script i
speakers—also from MartinLogan—can do
the job without taking up as much room.

With Yamaha 32-bit DSP technology, the
RX-V2400 receiver offers 29 ambience-
enhancement surround modes, so you can
choose to watch your favorite movies as if
you were in the Shubert Theatre in New York
or in the movie house down the street,

Top the system off with a MartinLogan
Theater center-channel speaker and the SPL-
1000 Series subwoofer from Velodyne for a
surround-sound experience that puts you in
the middle of the action.

Odyssey
Electrostatic
main speakers
from
MartinLogan

Frequency response |35 to 22,000 Hertz,
3 decibels

Power handling 250 watts per

channel
Dimensions |67x13x27 inches

Cost [$6,500 for the pair
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rear speakers
from
MartinLogan

70 to 20,000 Hertz,
3 decibels

150 watts per
channel

44x10x7 inches
with wall mount
$1,995 for the pair

Theater
center-channel
speaker from
MartinLogan

75 to 22,000 Hertz,
3 decibels

250 watts
13x43x11% inches

with stand
$2,795

SPL-1000 Series
subwoofer
from Velodyne

24 to 120 Hertz

2,000 watts

12%x124x14Y,
inches
$1,299

RX-V2400
receiver
from Yamaha

information

unavailable

840 watts x 7.1

channels

17 xb6x17 1
inches

$999

COMPOMNENTS COURTESY OF MANUFACTURERS




